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governing body of the laboratory, 
and conducted its affairs with the 
assistance of a general board of 
thirty-six members, of whom twelve 
were nominees of industrial and 
commercial institutions. But the 
financial responsibility was heavy 
and increasing, and from April 1, 
1918, the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research took over 
the burden, but assumes only the 
control necessary for an accounting 
authority. The Times says " Sir 
Richard will hand over to his dis- 
tinguished successor, Professor Pe- 
tavel, not only an institution of 
great and growing usefulness, but a 
tradtion of harmonious cooperation 
between science and industry. He 
has provided the new Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research 
with a working organization suffi- 
cient to justify their existence, and 
with a model on which we may sup- 
pose that their most successful 
creations, the Industrial Research 
Councils, have been formed." 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the death 
of Dr. Cyril Hopkins, head of the de- 
partment of agronomy of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, and of Dr. August 
Hoch, formerly director of the Psy- 
chiatric Institute on Ward's Island, 
New York. 

Dr. W. H. Herdman, professor of 
zoology in the University of Liver- 
pool, who has been general secre- 
tary of the British Association for 
the Advancement of Science since 



1903, has been elected president of 
the association. — The Willard Gibbs 
gold medal was presented on Sep- 
tember 26 to Professor William A. 
Noyes, director of the department 
of chemistry at the University of 
Illinois, for special work in chem- 
istry for the government performed 
during the war. 

Mr. Arthur Balfour has been 
nominated for election as chancel- 
lor of Cambridge University, in suc- 
cession to his brother-in-law, the 
late Lord Rayleigh. — William Mc- 
Dougall, reader in mental phi- 
losophy in Oxford University, has 
been elected professor of psychol- 
ogy at Harvard University to -fill 
the chair vacant by the death of 
Hugo Mtinsterberg. — Mme. Curie 
has been appointed professor of 
radiology in the Warsaw Univer- 
sity. 

Professor Vito Volterra, who holds 
the chair of mathematical physics in 
the University of Rome and is a 
member of the Italian Senate, will 
deliver a series of Hitchcock lec- 
tures at the University of Cali- 
fornia from October 6 to 17. This 
will be the second series of Hitch- 
cock lectures this semester, Pro- 
fessor W. J. V. Osterhout, of Har- 
vard University, having just com- 
pleted the first series on the general 
subject, " Fundamental life pro- 
cesses." Professor Volterra will 
lecture on " The propagation of 
electricity " and " Functional equa- 
tions." 



